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Shelby County Schools

Making t he Case for 
Digit a l Resources: 
How-t o for Librarians
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She/Her

11th yea r a s Libra ria n

3 yrs. in K-2 Pinson Elem.

7 yrs. in 6-8 Oa k Mt. Middle

System Coordina tor of Sora

Sora  Purcha sing Queen

Mom of a  5 yea r old 
da ughte r a nd a n 11 yea r old 
“schnoodle” puppy
Wife  to T.C. Howton for 10 
yrs. a s of October 8th

Whitney HowtonShelby County, Alabama

Shelby Co. Schools

❖ Foothills  of the  Appa la chia n Mounta ins, just 
south of Birmingha m

❖ Tempera te  clima te  with dra ma tic la ndsca pe
➢ Oa k Mounta in Sta te  Pa rk 
➢ Hea rt of Dixie  Ra ilroa d Museum
➢ America n Villa ge  Civic Educa tion 

Cente r
➢ Ca ha ba  River.

❖ La rgest employer in She lby County 
❖ 10th la rgest employer in the  Birmingha m 

metro a rea
❖ Continued growth of the  county a nd 

close  proximity of severa l colleges
❖ Perfect pla ce  for individua ls pla nning to 

a dva nce  in the ir ca ree rs.

Who Are We?
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❖ Shared pre-existing contract and collection of 

tiny collection of ebooks and a few audiobooks

❖ Old system of account creation (“I am under 13” 

tiny link to get an account)

❖ A “no cell phone” school policy

❖ No State library funding

➢ Cost for platform as well as content
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❖ Asked parent organizations for funding

❖ Overdrive changed their pricing and platform 

policies

❖ Used most of the content credit for audiobooks

❖ One on one reference interviews for student use

❖ Physically helping students create accounts on 

their device and check out books
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❖ State Library Enhancement funding was 

budgeted and received!!!

➢ We verified that we could use state funding 

for digital products

❖ SORA was created!!!
❖ We bought audiobooks teachers needed for 

class instruction digitally and taught them how 
to use the service. 
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❖ County Tech System Coordinator laid down a 
cea se  a nd desist ma nda te  beca use  of student 
priva cy
➢ We fought but she  never ga ve  in...she  re tired 

the  next yea r!
❖ We then got permission from new Tech 

coordina tor with Overdrive’s he lp in priva cy 
policy a nd student da ta  use  info

❖ Sta rted whole  c la ss instruction of how to 
a ccess Sora  a nd check out books a nd 
a udiobooks

...And A Lot of Effort,)
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❖ 9th year with Overdrive added 2 more schools

❖ Greatly increased our collection

❖ COVID pandemic and promotion = dramatic rise 

in circulations

❖ Continued whole class instruction
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Last call for the 
Tablet  Raffle!
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What We Are Doing Now?

❖ Sora Kiosk Tablets
➢ We’ve been waiting on this for forever!!!!
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What We Are Doing Now?

❖ Social Media

➢ Instagram

➢ YouTube

➢ TikTok

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K52nhX5drGI
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What We Are Doing Now?

❖ Canva created 

newsletters

➢ Teacher access to 

Sora

➢ Links to Social Media 

booktalks

➢ Circ Stats for Sora

❖ Sora links in teacher         

Bitmoji Classrooms
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Is It Working?
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❖ Contact Info

➢ whowton@shelbyed.org
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